DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

f/f ' pennsylvania

Order of the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of
Health Regarding the Closure of All Businesses

That Are Not Life Sustaining

To protect the public from the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19), it is necessary
that no person or entity shall operate a place of business that is not a life sustaining business
regardless of whether the business is open to members of the public. Therefore, under the

authority granted to me by law, I hereby order:

1)

2)

No person or entity shall operate a place of business that is not a life sustaining
business regardless of whether the business is open to members of the public.
This prohibition does not apply to virtual or telework operations (e.g., work
from home). Life sustaining businesses may remain open, but they must
employ social distancing practices and other mitigation measures defined by
the Centers for Disease Control to protect their workers and patrons. A list of
life sustaining businésses that may remain open is attached to and incorporated
into this Order.

Enforcement actions will be taken against non-life-sustaining businesses that
are out of compliance effective March 21, 2020, at 12:01 a.m.

All restaurants and bars are ordered to close their dine-in facilities to help stop
the spread of COVID-19. Businesses that offer carry-out, delivery, and drive-
through food and beverage service may continue, so long as social distancing
and other mitigation measures are employed to protect workers and patrons.

Enforcement actions will be taken against businesses that are out of compliance
effective March 19, 2020, at 8 p.m.

COVID-19 is a contagious disease that is rapidly spreading from person-to-person.
People infected are capable of exposing others to COVID-19 even if their symptoms are
mild, such as a cough. Additionally, exposure is possible by touching a surface or object
that has the virus on it and then touching one’s mouth, nose, or eyes. Spread by persons
who are asymptomatic has not been ruled out.

Multiple arcas of the United States are experiencing “community spread” of
COVID-19, which means that the illness is being transmitted through unknown sources,
not from known areas of infection. Mass gatherings increase the risk of transmission and
community spread. Case counts of COVID-19 are rapidly increasing in the urban areas of
the Commonwealth and especially our eastern counties, and cases are beginning to appear
in other counties suggesting that community spread is occurring.



Symptoms of COVID-19 may include fever, cough, and shortness of breath. Older
adults and people who have serious chronic medical conditions are at a higher risk for
serious illness. Early symptoms may also include chills, body aches, sore throat, headache,
diarrhea, nausea/vomiting, and runny nose.

On March 6, 2020, the Governor issued a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency due
to the emergence of COVID-19 in the United States and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. Since the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania confirmed its first case of
COVID-19, positive cases have continued to rise. As of March 19, 2020, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has 185 positive cases.

Non-life sustaining businesses present the opportunity for unnecessary gatherings,
personal contact and interaction that will increase the risk of transmission and the risk of

community spread of COVID-19.

COVID-19 is a threat to the public’s health, for which the Secretary of Health may
order general control measures, including, but not limited to, closure, isolation, and
quarantine. This authority is granted to the Secretary of Health pursuant to Pennsylvania
law. See Section 5 of the Disease Prevention and Control Law, 35 P.S. §§ 521.1; 521.5,
sections 2102(a) and 2106 of the Administrative Code of 1929, 71 P.S. § 532(a) and 536
and the Department of Health’s (Department) regulations found at 28 Pa. Code §§ 27.60-
27.68 (relating to disease control measures; isolation; quarantine; movement of persons
subject to isolation or quarantine; and release from isolation and quarantine). Particularly,
the Department has the authority to take any disease control measure appropriate to protect
the public from the spread of infectious disease. See 35 P.S. §§ 521.5; 71 P.S. § 532(a),
and 1402(a); 28 Pa. Code § 28.60. The Department determines that the appropriate disease
control measure based upon COVID-19, the manner of its spread in the Commonwealth
and in the world, and its danger to Pennsylvanians, is the closure of non-life sustaining
businesses as outlined in this order to prevent and control the spread of disease.

Accordingly, the closure of non-life sustaining businesses is necessary to protect
the public’s health. This Order shall take effect immediately and remain in full force and

effect until further notice.
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Rachel Levine, MD
Secretary of Health




